
A Parent’s Guide to Early Entrance to Kindergarten

Applying for Early Entrance to Kindergarten
Students who turn 5 after the state deadline of September 1st of the kindergarten year, may be

considered for accelerated placement in kindergarten. The accelerated placement of students

into various appropriate grades is based on academic, social, emotional, and physical readiness.

If you believe that your child may be a good candidate for early entrance, please obtain an

information/application packet by visiting our website: www.district87.org or calling the

Department of Teaching and Learning Office at 309-827-6031..

● Once the application has been completed, it must be returned to the Curriculum Office

no later than May 1st in the year for which admission is being requested.

● Once an application has been received, parents will be notified of an appointment with

the Building Principal and Acceleration Team to schedule assessments.

● The following conditions must be met before consideration is made:

o Proof of birth date must be provided using an original certified birth certificate.

o Proof of residency in District 87 must be provided.

o If the student attended a daycare or preschool, a letter of recommendation must

be provided by the program director, principal or teacher including a solid

recommendation for developmental readiness for kindergarten placement and a

completed Day Care/Preschool referral form.

o Referral for possible accelerated placement may be made by a parent/guardian

or others: (may include preschool educator, pediatrician, or psychologist).

When the above conditions have been met, the following must be considered:

● District screening tools in literacy and math

● Social skills observation-checklist completed in collaboration with a kindergarten teacher

● Parent checklist completed

● Additional screenings may be required by the school principal and the screening team

(ex: EL screener, if applicable).

http://www.district87.org
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Once the assessments are completed, the Acceleration Team will convene for the purpose of

conducting a fair and thorough assessment of the child. This committee should include the

following:

1) The Building  principal

2) A kindergarten teacher

3) A parent or legal guardian of the referred student

Additional participants may include: a school psychologist, guidance counselor or social

worker, MTSS coach, or other D87 staff personnel.

For successful candidates, a Written Acceleration Plan (WAP) shall be completed by the

Acceleration Team prior to the accelerated setting. It shall include the type of acceleration and

strategies to support a successful transition.

Timeline for Early Entrance to Kindergarten

May 1st Deadline for Early Entrance to Kindergarten applications

Return application to: D87 Curriculum and Instruction Office, 300 E. Monroe St.,

Bloomington, IL 61701

June 1st Deadline to complete assessment

*Note: Deadline for written notification of outcome of the assessment process is 45 days after

the submission of referral.
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Is Early Entrance to Kindergarten a Good Choice?

Early entrance should be viewed as a means of meeting a child’s needs. The keys to determining

whether or not early entrance is appropriate for a child are developmental readiness, academic

readiness, social maturity, personal development, and motor development, as important factors

for a child’s success in school.

Early entrance is designed for the child who demonstrates high ability and may benefit

from accelerated placement, who is both academically ready as well as developmentally

mature when compared to others his or her chronological age. Some considerations when

determining if early entrance is right for a child:

● Is my child capable of working in a classroom setting with children who are one year

older than him or her?

● Will my child be frustrated by this placement?

● What are the possible long-term impacts for my child as s/he progresses through

elementary, middle and high school?

● Early entrance is not designed as a replacement for childcare. Is this a need or a want?

● Do I understand the expectations for students in kindergarten today?

There is a difference between ability and achievement. Some children may appear exceptional

because of their access to opportunities (e.g., preschool programs, parents working with them

on skills, or access to learning materials). Early entrance is designed for the child who not only

demonstrates high ability but also easily achieves when presented new materials.

What should I look for in the areas of ability/achievement/aptitude/behavior?

My child seems advanced beyond other children his/her age in these ways:

● Understands the meanings and use of words better than other children his/her age

● Is curious about many things and asks questions often

● Is very good at working puzzles or solving problems

● Has a great sense of humor and understands jokes more than other children his/her age

● Has a good memory and remembers details of conversations or stories

● Is interested in difficult concepts such as time and space

● Concentrates on certain activities much longer than other children his/her age

● Reads (and understands text) in picture book or chapter books

● Figures out math-related problems better than other children his/her age

● Has excellent fine motor skills when compared with other age mates (e.g. can write

letters uppercase and lowercase).
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Expectations of Kindergarten Students

Kindergarten, like many other areas of education, has changed considerably over the past

couple of decades. Today’s kindergarten students are engaged in a rigorous standards-based

instructional program.

What are some important school and academic factors?

My child:

● Enjoys learning new information or skills;
● Participates in community-sponsored activities such as sports, dance, gymnastics, library and

museum programs;
● Believes he/she is capable of succeeding at new tasks;
● Has the ability to attend, or pay attention, for relatively long periods of instruction.
● He/she can draw and trace basic shapes and cut with scissors.

What are some important developmental factors?

My child has the following developmental characteristics:

● Has average fine and large motor coordination (i.e., holding a pencil, skipping);
● Able to use the computer to play games or find information;
● Can use the bathroom without adult help;
● Can button and zip up shirts and pants, tie or Velcro shoes and put on and take off his/her coat.
● Has the ability to separate from the parents without being upset.

What are some important interpersonal skills for entering school?

My child:

● Thoughtfully considers feedback and criticism and modifies behavior appropriately;
● Often behaves in a way that is positive and effective;
● Has good interpersonal skills with age-mates, as well as with both older and younger children

and with adults;
● Has excellent interpersonal relationships with adults in a teaching role;
● Has the ability to follow routines

What are some important attitudes and supports necessary for success in school?

● My child is enthusiastic about going to kindergarten or first grade.
● As a parent, I understand that a child’s success in school depends on support provided at home. I

am able to give my child additional support to help in his/her transition to a new setting with
much higher academic demands than he/she encountered in preschool.
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Is your child ready for kindergarten? Ask yourself these questions:

Development Area Tips and Activities to Help Prepare your Child
Physical Skills-Does your child…

● Enjoy outdoor play such as running, jumping,
and climbing;

● Draw and trace basic shapes and letters;
● Cut with scissors;
● Bounce a ball;
● Ride a tricycle?

● Materials that will help your child develop
the motor skills needed to learn to write
include crayons, markers, pencils, glue,
scissors, paper and paint, puzzles, Legos
and blocks.

● Activities that will help your child’s
coordination include climbing, jumping,
skipping, playing ball, using playground
equipment and riding a tricycle.

Health and Safety Needs-Has your child…
● Had required shots (or provide a signed

waiver);
● Had dental and vision exams;
● Learned own first and last name;
● Learned first and last name of parent;
● Learned to watch for cars when crossing the

street;
● Learned to not talk to strangers;
● Developed a set routine for going to bed;

learned to follow safety rules?

● Help your child learn his or her full name,
address and telephone number.

● Help your child to look both ways when
crossing the street.

● Talk with your child about strangers and
who to go to for help.

● Use bedtime as the opportunity to read to
and talk with your child.

Personal needs –Without your help, can your child…
● Use the bathroom;
● Wash hands;
● Brush teeth;
● Use tissue to blow nose;
● Button and zip up shirts and pants;
● Put on and take off coat;
● Tie and/or use Velcro shoes?

● Create morning and bedtime bathing and
tooth brushing routines.

● Allow your child to dress themselves.
● Practice putting on shoes.
● Help your child learn to use their words to

tell other grownups when they are feeling
sick or hurt.

Social and Emotional Skills – Does your child…
● Play well with other children;
● Separate from a parent without being upset;
● Share with other children;
● Care about the feelings of others;
● Follow routines;
● Put toys away when asked?

● Give your child small chores to learn
responsibility.

● Help your child learn to follow directions by
giving simple steps.

● Encourage your child to share.
● Praise your child when he or she does

something well.
● Provide guidance when your child is having

difficulty.
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Early Entrance to Kindergarten Application

RETURN COMPLETED FORMS TO:

District 87 Curriculum Office, 300 E. Monroe, Bloomington, Illinois 61701

Please complete this application if you feel your child demonstrates high academic ability, and

developmental maturity appropriate for kindergarten placement and should be considered for

early placement.

Preschool Experience Please attach a preschool report card if available and list the nursery

schools, Head Start, special programs, and other day care programs attended. Include the dates

of attendance and the approximate number of hours per week attended.

Name of School/Program Dates of Attendance Number of Hours/Week

_____________________       __________________              ______________________

_____________________        __________________             ______________________
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PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT QUESTIONS:

1. Is a second language regularly spoken in the home: ____NO ____YES

If YES, what language (s) ________________________________________________

2. Does your student have an IEP or need assistive technology or other accommodations in

order to be tested? _____NO _____YES

If YES, please specify____________________________________________________
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Permission for review and assessment for Early Entrance

I, ____________________________________________________________, hereby give
(Custodial Parent/Legal Guardian Name)

my permission for the Bloomington D87 School District to respond to request for assessment for:

___________________________________________________ Date of Birth ______________
(Name of Child)

I further understand and agree that the information collected by the school district will then be
reviewed by the team for the purpose of assessing my child as a candidate for Early Entrance.

_____________________________          ________________________________      __________

PRINT NAME of Parent/Legal Guardian       SIGNATURE of Parent/Legal Guardian Date
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PARENT CHECKLIST

The seven broad developmental dimensions provide the framework for the kindergarten

instructional program. This checklist will help in determining your child’s readiness for

kindergarten. Please read each statement and indicate, by placing a “checkmark”, how you

rate your child’s abilities. (Return to Building Principal)

PHYSICAL WELL-BEING AND MOTOR DEVELOPMENT Frequently Sometimes Never

Performs self-help tasks independently (dressing,
undressing, zipping, typing, toileting, eating)

Uses eye/hand coordination to perform fine motor tasks
(drawing, writing, and cutting)

Uses balance and control to perform large motor tasks
(walking, jumping and skipping)

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT Frequently Sometimes Never

Shows eagerness to learn (curious, likes to investigate)

Follows rules and routines (cleans up at play time)

Handles change and transition (dinnertime to bedtime)

Interacts easily with one or more children

Separates easily from parent

The ability to listen (attend) for at least 10 minutes

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY Frequently Sometimes Never

Listens for meaning in stories, discussions, and
conversations

Speaks clearly, able to share ideas and thoughts

Can identify most letters (uppercase and lowercase)

Can identify some beginning sounds

Uses letters and words to write

MATHEMATICAL THINKING Frequently Sometimes Never
Can recognize numbers 0-20

Can orally count forward to 20

Can recognize, duplicate, and extend simple patterns
(circle-triangle, circle-triangle, circle-triangle)

Can recognize and duplicate basic shapes

SCIENTIFIC THINKING Frequently Sometimes Never

Uses a magnifying glass to look at different objects

Can describe and sort objects by one or more properties

Uses the five senses to make observations about the
natural world
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SOCIAL STUDIES Frequently Sometimes Never

Recognizes self and others as having same and different
characteristics

Describes roles and responsibilities of people (Mom is a
doctor, she helps sick people.)

Recognizes the reasons for rules

THE ARTS Frequently Sometimes Never

Likes to paint and draw

Likes to sing and dance

Can share ideas about a drawing/painting

Can recognize basic colors
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Background Information

1. What were some early childhood indicators which demonstrated your child was

advanced for his/her age?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe recently observed characteristics that indicate your child is ready for

kindergarten.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Does your child prefer to play with pre-packaged games or games he/she creates?

Explain and/or give example(s).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. How does your child approach a challenging task? Provide at least one example.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. How does your child relate to his/her age peers?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. Describe your child’s preferred playmates.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7. How does your child interact with adults (i.e. community members, strangers, neighbors,

and/or lesson instructors)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8. How does your child choose to spend his/her free time?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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9. Does your child participate in any activities or lessons (i.e. dance, art, sports,  music,

etc.)? If so, please include description and any special awards or recognition received.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10. How does your child handle frustration?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

11. What will Early Entrance to Kindergarten in District 87 Schools provide for your child?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

12. Please provide any other information about your child, which you believe is important

for us to know.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Day Care/Preschool Referral

For each item, please mark the space for Not True, Somewhat True or Certainly True. Answer all

items as best you can even if you are not absolutely certain. Please give your answers on the

basis of the child’s behavior over the last six months. (Return to Building Principal)

Child’s name_______________________________________ Date of birth ___________

Not

True

Somewhat

True

Certainly

True

Considerate of other people’s feelings

Restless, overactive, cannot stay still for long

Often complains of headaches, stomachaches or sickness

Shares readily with other children, for example toys, treats, pencils

Often loses temper

Rather solitary, prefers to play alone

Generally well behaved, usually does what adults request

Many worries or often seems worried

Helpful if someone is hurt, upset or feeling ill

Constantly fidgeting or squirming

Has at least one good friend

Often fights with other children or bullies them

Often unhappy, depressed or tearful

Generally liked by other children

Easily distract, concentration wanders

Nervous or clingy in new situations, easily loses confidence

Kind to younger children

Often argumentative with adults
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Picked on or bullied by other children

Often offers to help others (parents, teachers, other children)

Can stop and think things out before acting

Can be spiteful to others

Gets along better with adults than with other children

Many fears, easily scared

Good attention span, sees work through to the end

Signature_______________________________________ Date_____________________

Print Name _______________________________________________________________

Day Care/Preschool _________________________________________________________


